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The Swazi people migrated from East Africa into 
Mozambique in about the 15 century.  Although their 
roots are of Nguni origin, Sotho and Tsonga have been 
absorbed into the nation.

In the early 17 century the Swazi people moved into 
present-day Kingdom of Eswatini and settled along the 
Pongola River where it cuts its way through the Lubombo 
Mountains, formed some 180 million years ago when 
the supercontinent of Gondwana began to break apart.

The Kings of Kingdom of Eswatini date back some 
considerable time to when the royal line of Dlamini lived 
in the vicinity of Delagoa Bay (Maputo). The Swazi 
people as a nation were originally Formed by 15 clans 
known as bemdzabuko (“true Swazi”) who 
accompanied the Dlamini kings in the early days. The 
Swazi people are found chiefly in the east of the 
Province and there are several cultural villages in 
Mpumalanga that preserve their rich traditions-Matsamo 
village at Embhoyeni and Ebutsini village close to the 
Oshoek border gate into Kingdom of Eswatini are two.














